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DESCRIPTION:
This course surveys American history from the end of Civil War to the present; political and economic developments; and social intellectual and cultural changes.  The course will rely heavily on your input—including group discussions, projects, debates and presentations.  

IAI: S2901

PREREQUISITE/CO-REQUISITE: None

OBJECTIVES:

At the end of the semester, students will be able to demonstrate proficiency in the following abilities in relation to the course material:

ANALYSIS:

 1.
Analyze immigration in the U.S., with special emphasis on the Hispanic population.

 2.
Assess the role of the U.S. in global affairs.

 3.
Analyze the political, economic and social events which have occurred in the U.S. and explain their importance in modern times.

 4.
Analyze events which have occurred in the U.S. and their relationship to Latin America.

COMMUNICATION:

 1.
Describe the development of industrialization in the U.S. and its short- and long-range effects such as:  immigration and micro-cosmos, urbanization, the labor movement and its legislation. 
 2. 
Compare historical events which have occurred in the United States with present events and visualize future events.

VALUING:

 1.
Identify the values present in various perspectives on U.S. History (including that of the textbook).

 2.
Use historical knowledge to make judgments about events in the U.S. and their relationship to world events.

 3.
Choose or create a historical perspective according to your own values.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:

St. Augustine College strives to foster a spirit of honesty and integrity. Any work submitted by a student must represent original work produced by that student. Using somebody else’s work without citing them as the author is an unacceptable practice and referred to as “Plagiarism.” Plagiarism, for this course, is defined as using more than five words in a row from a source and not referencing that source. This includes copying papers from the internet, using somebody else’s papers, or using text from articles without clearly identifying where the information came from. Plagiarism is strictly forbidden in higher education and any student found to have plagiarized will receive an automatic “0” for that assignment. Two incidents of plagiarizing will result in failing the course.  

TEXTBOOK:

Berkin, Miller, Cherny, Gormly.  Making America:  A History of the United States Volume two:  Since 1865.  4th edition, Boston:  Houghton Mifflin Company, 2006. 

GRADING SYSTEM:

EVALUATION SYSTEM:
A  361 - 400



Reflection Papers
80 points (10 points each)

B  301 -  360



Mid Term Exam
100 points

C  261- 300



Class Participation
100 points

D  201-260



Final Project

120 points

F   under 200



Bonus Points

Up to 30 points

CLASS WORK

For this class you will need to write weekly reflection papers.  The papers are to be brief (1-2 pages) responses to a question or questions posed in class regarding a topic relevant to the course.  In October you will have a Mid Term Exam, comprised primarily of essay questions.  The Final Project will be a research paper and poster presentation due on the last day of class.  The Final project will take the place of a Final Exam.  All papers must be typed and double spaced with 12 point font and one inch margins.

TOPIC ANALYSIS
Class participation is crucial during this course.  This class revolves around you.  You will be asked  to participate in group work and discussions, as you will help all of us to determine how we interpret the past.  While class participation can be intimidating to some, don’t be surprised if you wind up having fun!
BONUS POINTS

Throughout the course I may offer extra credit assignments for additional points.  The will also be bonus points available on the Final Project.
LATE WORK

Late work will be accepted but you will lose 1/3 of a grade for each week it is late.  Late papers will not be accepted after May 3rd.

ATTENDANCE

We need you!  Because this class meets just once a week and relies heavily on your participation, it is important that you attend regularly.  More than 3 unexcused absences will result in the loss of a full letter grade (i.e. if you have a “B,” you will be dropped to a “C”).

CLASS CALENDAR:

January 25
Introduction to the course.  

Guiding Questions: What is history? Why do we study it?

Activity: Gaining perspectives in history

Assignment: Read Chapter 16 and handout: Howard Zinn, “Why We Study History,” reflection 
February 1


Bringing the South Back In:  The Reconstruction of the Union  (Ch. 16)

Guiding Questions: What was Reconstruction?  Did it work?  

Activity: Reconstruction Simulation
Assignment: Read chapters 17 & 18
February 8

American Morality: Industry and Labor 
Guiding Questions: What gave rise to America’s surge in technology and capital? 
Activity: TBD (To Be Determined)
Assignment: Read chapter 19
February 15


Transformation in the American West (Ch. 19)

Guiding Questions: What was manifest destiny?  How did Americans justify the conquest of the Native American West?
Activity: Role Play

Assignment: Read chapter 20

February 22

1890s U.S.: Progress and Power vs. Race and Immigration  (Ch. 20)

Guiding Questions: What was Nativism? What was the purpose of the United States Pledge of Allegiance?   What is Progress? What role did Chicago play in the nation’s explosion of technology and capital? What were poll taxes? Grandfather clauses?
Activity: Interactive slide discussion

Assignment: Read Chapter 21

March 1
The Progressive Era and World War I.  A Generation of Reform:  The Emergence of the Progressives After 1900 (Ch. 21)

Guiding Questions: TBD
Activity: TBD
Assignment: Read chapters 22 & 23

March 8

World War I and the 1920s(Ch. 22 & 23)

Guiding Questions: What, if anything, was roaring in the 1920s?  How did the lives of workers and minorities compare with the broad prosperity of the nation?

Activity: UN simulation

Assignment: Study for Exam

March 15
MIDTERM EXAM

Assignment: Read chapters 24 and 25
March 22

The Great Depression and the New Deal (Ch. 24)


Activity: What effects did the Depression & New Deal have on America?  What were their effect(s) on immigrants and minorities?

Assignment: Read chapter 25
March 29

World War II(Ch.25)

Guiding Questions: What were some of the causes/effects of WWII?  How do we consider the Holocaust?  Japanese Internment
Activity: Sending a letter south

Assignment: Read chapter 26 Summary and all of Chapter 27
April 5
Onset of the Cold War & New Foreign Policy (Ch. 27)

Guiding Questions: Activity: Response Journal

Assignment: Handouts
April 12
Chicago, Atlanta, Detroit and Miami: City Planning and Urban Race 
Guiding Questions: How did ethnicity influence city and highway planning?  Are there features of city planning that negatively impacts your community?  Does it improve your community?
Activity: Fair Housing: How do we build a city of equality?
Assignment: Read chapter 28
April 19
The Civil Rights Movement, and 1960s Liberalism (Ch. 28)

Guiding Questions: What spurred the Civil Rights Movement?  When did the movement really start? What were some of the causes for the rush to suburbia?
Activity: Scenes from In the Heat of the Night
Assignment: Read Chapters 29 and 30
April 26
Visiting Vietnam and America at Cold War’s End (Ch. 29-30)  

Guiding Questions: Vietnam: What did we have to fear? Has oil become the new gold? Native America—the “other” Civil Rights Movement

Activity: Group Discussions and Thunderheart

Assignment: Read chapter 33
May 3
The Corporate Globe: America CEO (Ch. 33)

Guiding Questions: How has computer technology and the Internet changed the world?  Is the U.S. becoming part of a global community?  How will immigration and globalization affect the U.S. of tomorrow?

Activity: Scenes from Michael Moore’s The Big One, Discussion about U.S. corporations in Latin America
Assignment: Work on Final Projects
May 10
FINAL PROJECT DUE 

Poster Presentations
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****Please note that assignments and class topics may change at the discretion of the Instructor.  Additional handouts may be assigned throughout the course in addition to chapter readings****
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